











DEMONSTRATE! 


for International Womens Day 


Presidio Army Base 


Women Confront the U.S. War Machine! 


Stop Violence | 





SATURDAY, MARCH 10 
NOON 


Meet at the Palace of Fine Arts, 
Bay & Lyon, SF 
Sponsored by Women Against Imperialism 


For more information call 652-4401 x656 
or write 3543 18th St, Box 14, SF CA 94110 





U.S. Out of Central America, 
the Caribbean, and the Middle East! 


We Support National Liberation Struggles 
Inside and Outside the U.S.! 


Fight for Womens Liberation! 
No to U.S./NATO. War Preparations! 


Defeat U.S. Imperialism! 


WOMEN — BUILD A RESISTANCE 


International Women’s Day is a time for women to 
come together, a day to celebrate our strength and to 
build resistance to this oppressive system. This Interna- 
tional Women’s Day we are demonstrating at the Presidio. 
We are building ties with Irish, British, and West German 
women who are demonstrating at Armagh Women’s 
Prison, at Greenham Common, at U.S. military bases 
throughout Europe. We join with women in Central 
America, the Middle East, and around the world who de- 
mand an end to U.S. militarism and to U.S. imperialism 
itself. 


Carmen Valentin, Puerto Rican Prisoner of War, and her son. 





“Many have asked how we have arisen to this level of 
consciousness, of revolutionary fervor and courage. My 
response is a simple one: we are not exceptional women, 
nor are we super-women; we are humble women—mothers, 
wives, daughters—who in the process of our lives have seen 
the contradictions and have decided to take action. 

It is one thing to tatk revolution, and another to practice 
it. Like all things in life a qualitative change 


can only occur when the individual sees the 
necessity to change and believes that change can happen 


and is happening every moment of the day.” 
—Dylcia Pagan, Puerto Rican Prisoner of War 





Carmen Valentin and Dylcia Pagan are imprisoned at Pleasanton, California. 





We demonstrate at the Presidio because it is a seat of 
American military power, a living symbol of how the U.S. 
colonized first North America and then the rest of the 
world. The Presidio was originally seized by the U.S. 
Army from Mexico in 1846, and then became a command 
post for the Indian Wars that wiped out 95% of the Native 
American population in California. In 1898 it was a 
jumping-off point for imperialist wars on the Philippines, 
Puerto Rico, and Cuba. The base went on to become a 
headquarters for the National Guard, responsible for 
putting down Black rebellions from Detroit to Watts. 


As we demonstrate, we build on the tradition of the 
Women’s March Against Genocide during the Viet Nam 
war, when thousands of women marched to stop the 
Presidio’s germ warfare research. This year the Presidio 
is displaying an exhibit entitled, “The American Woman 
at War.” Its message to women is:°‘‘Your duty is to sup- 
port the armed forces or to join them.” We say the. oppo- 
site: On International Women’s Day we intend to confront 
the U.S. war machine with our own militancy and power. 


IWD is also a day for women to reflect on the gains 
that have been made and the struggles that lie ahead. So 
where do we find ourselves in 1984? 


As Reagan calls for a “crusade for renewal,” U.S. im- 
perialism is trying to reconsolidate its position in the 
world. War is not a distant threat, it’s a reality. In the past 
year Reagan has sent 14,000 reactionary contras to attack 
revolutionary Nicaragua; he has ringed- all of Central 
America with over 11,000 U.S. troops. An air war reminis- 
cent of Vietnam is raining bombs and shells on the people 
of Lebanon. The Black socialist republic of Grenada was 
blatantly invaded and overthrown by U.S. military might. 
The MX missiles are approved, the Cruise missiles are now 
being installed, NATO is being built up as the second-line 
U.S. military. The U.S. explains all this in Reagan’s words: 


“America-has-alwaysebeen greatest WAERWeedaredstOubg ee 


great. We can reach for greatness again.” 


But the U.S. can only maintain its power through the 
largest military buildup in the history of the world. The 
U.S. military budget projected for the next five years is 
greater than that for all. the years from 1776 to 1983 
combined. Reagan’s new budget spells out who must pay 
the price. For millions of Third World people, already 
living on the edge of survival, there will be no money for 
public housing, cutbacks in medicare and food stamps, the 
elimination of legal services. The Reagan administration 
says there will be no real increase in domestic spending 
over the next decade. This racist budget is directed toward 
the marginalization and genocide of colonized Black, P.R., 
Mexican, and Native American- people. Genocide means 
that the infant mortality rate in the Black community of _ 











In the end, it is a question of anatomy. Not ability. Only 
when you come to terms with the structure of your own body— 
and how it reacts under stress—can you hope to live up to your 
potential. The Odyssey is an Air shoe. It comes in models 


Odyssey 


of hurt, had better control that inward roll that occurs 


on footstrike. 
One thing is certain. If 
anatomy is destiny, you never 
had so much to look forward to. Banerton, Oregon 


Womens 
Odyssey 


+ for both men and women who, if they want to avoid a world 
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“If we look again at the experiences of dif- 
ferent revolutionary movements we can see 
the great capacity which women possess to 
fight and transform the old way of being and 
thinking. These same experiences teach us the 
collective power of women to convert our- 
selves into a formidable force capable of 
confronting and victoriously fighting, along- 
side of our compañeros and comrades.” 


—Lucy Rodriguez, 


Puerto Rican Prisoner of War 


Detroit is as high as the infant mortality rate in Honduras, 
the poorest country in Central America. Genocide means 
that 45% of all Puerto Rican women of child-bearing age 
have already been sterilized. 


The newspapers all proclaim that we are in a spiritual 
and economic recovery. But we reject a “recovery” whose 
price is the worst economic depression in the history of 
the Third World, a “recovery”? that means that 17 million 
children in the Third World will starve to death next year. 
We reject a recovery that is built on a war economy. We 


will not sit passively while the whole political landscape 


shifts:to the right. 


Today the concept of women’s liberation has been 
coopted to mean getting equal rights within this oppres- 


sive system. Many white middle class women are getting 


into the mainstream as doctors, lawyers, professors. The 
images of career women grace the covers of countless 
magazines. Yet most working class women still work at 
dead-end “women’s jobs” which pay 57¢ for every dollar 
a man earns. 


Male supremacist violence against women and chil- 
dren has reached epidemic proportions. Young women see 
their role models on MTV as sex-starved maniacs, vacuous 
teeny boppers—as objects and victims. Lesbians are at- 
tacked on the street, their children taken away by the 
courts. A woman in America is raped every eleven seconds, 


[FSLN women, Nicaragua. 


and one out of three of our daughters will be molested, | 


raped, or attacked by incest before she reaches the age of 
18. Reagan says he intends to abolish abortion during his 
next term, while sterilization rates against Third World 
women hit all time highs. Whether as patriotic wives and 
mothers or as hip young cops, women are being used to 
glorify the military. It’s cool to dress your kids in army 
fatigues and give them war toys, and Private Benjamin is 
put forward as the liberated woman. 


We reject this concept of womanhood. Instead we em- 
brace the courage and commitment that we see in the 





There can be no liberation if there is U.S. imperialism; 
there can be no peace if the U.S. military is allowed to 
exist. The possibilities for fundamental change become 
smaller if we don’t challenge the very nature of the U.S. 
empire itself. Popular support for war and militarism runs 
very deep. It draws its power from the traditions of racism 
and conquest that America was founded upon. 


Imperialism is a system which demands “peace” in- 
ternally. Peace in the form of no protests. Peace in the 
guise of patriotism and anti-communism. Peace in the 
form of rampant white supremacy going unchallenged. 





women of Central America and the Middle East. We em- 
brace a definition of women’s liberation exemplified by 
women who are discarding tradition to struggle for the 
liberation of their nations and themselves as women. 


Throughout Central America, women’s participation in 
the revolution has been massive. As women take up arms, 
build powerful women’s organizations, become medics 
and mechanics, new possibilities open up. In Nicaragua, 
one of the first achievements of the revolution was out- 
lawing sexploitation in advertising. Women who used to 
be illiterate housewives today play leading roles in mass 
campaigns that have drastically reduced illiteracy and 
childhood diseases. Through their conscious participation 
in the liberation struggles, these women are winning real 
power. 


Fireworks 





Everywhere we look we're told that the solution to anti-woman violence is to work with the police (see ad left). But we don’t 
want or need the protection of the police, the domestic soldiers who occupy Third World communities. Above right: Women 
Against Imperialism demonstration, Oakland Armed Forces Recruiting Center, 1983. 





This is a peace which ts no peace at alle 


We have to strip off this mask of peace. Today the con- 
ditions of the colonized Black nation are worse than they 
were 20 years ago. Puerto Rico, the direct colony of the 
U.S., is being turned into a military industrial camp. More 
than 10,000 Mexican people are seized and deported by 
the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
every week. Native American people are being threatened 
with extinction. 


The response to this systematic violence has always 
been resistance. Our liberation as women is not separate 
from this. Once we reject the oppressor’s terms for equal 
rights within this system, we realize that liberation will 
never be given; it must be taken. 


In country after country, people have decided to take 
up arms, from the FMLN in El Salvador to the PLO in 


Palestine. They have made this decision despite the fact 
-that the struggle is hard, bloody, and requires great sacri- 


fice. Through their own experiences they have found that 
the oppressors don’t give up power voluntarily. Here in 
the U.S., where many people are shielded by our privi- 
leges, it is possible to think that change can come 
democratically, peacefully. But we face the same imperialist 
system now being confronted by people all over the world. 
This is why we need to build an active resistance at home 
in the headquarters of this system. With demonstrations, 
posters, slogans on walls, through culture and political 
education, we need to build a mass movement that will 
confront the war makers. And our movement also needs to 
support the development of revolutionary struggle right 
here in North America. 


In the last ten years we’ve seen the beginnings of armed 
clandestine organizations here in the U.S. The Fuerzas 
Armadas: de Liberacion Nacional (FALN), fighting for 
Puerto Rican independence and socialism, and the Black 
Liberation Army, struggling to liberate the Black Nation, 
represent their people’s revolutionary responses to coloni- 
alism. We also welcome new developments like the Armed 
Resistance Unit (ARU), which bombed the Capitol follow- 
ing the invasion of Grenada; and the United Freedom Front, 
which has carried out attacks on the war machine. 


One consequence of this struggle developing in the U.S. 
is the existence of scores of political prisoners and prison- 
ers of war. It’s very important for us to support the 15 
Puerto Rican POWs, the BLA 35, and white anti-imperi- 
alists like Judy Clark, Silvia Baraldini, and David Gilbert. 


(Continued on back page) 


On International Women’s Day, we commit ourselves 
to building an anti-imperialist women’s movement that : z : 
will join with oppressed people to resist this system. Wi S È 
Building such a movement is difficult. Everything i in this ; e ay No! 
society tells us to be satisfied with what we’ve got. As 
women we're urged to put most of our energies into our 
families and relationships, our careers, our selves. We’re 
bombarded with messages that America is invincible, that 
whoever goes up against it will be swiftly and surely de- 
feated. Much of the left says that the best we can do is 
engage in electoral politics, to get behind the Democratic 
Party as the lesser of two evils. 

But we can challenge this~cynicism. When we look at 
the last ten years, we see that the mighty U.S. has been 
defeated again and again from Vietnam to Nicaragua. We, 
too, can confront the warmakers. We need to demon- 
strate, organize, educate. We need to make it impossible 
for ROTC to operate on our campuses, for the Army and 
the Marines to turn our neighborhoods into recruiting 
grounds. We need to stop the war researchers and the wea- 
pons factories. We need to build a movement that doesn’t 
just respond to crises, but builds consistently, day by day. 

We have a vision, and we want to make this vision 
come true for ourselves, for our children, for all children. 
Real change is possible, if we set out with determination 
on a path that brings us together with people struggling all 
over the world. On International Women’s Day ees this 
is what we intend to do. 


The image of women posing as “Pin-Up Girls for Lebanon ” 
(San Francisco Chronicle, right) is similar to the World 

| War I poster (left). In both, women are used to promote | 
the imperialist war build-up. The poster shown left is on 
display at the Presidio Army Museum in San Francisco, as 
part of an exhibit called “The American Woman at War.’’ 














WHAT YOU CAN DO 


**Contact WAI about how you can help build for the International Women’s Day Demon- 
stration and the ongoing work of the Women’s Campaign to Confront the War Machine. 












** Arrange a Video Showing of “Women in the Nicaraguan Revolution” for your school, 
group, or friends (for description see March 7th program). 


**Make a donation—checks to WAL. 3543 18th St. #14, S.F. 94110. 652-4401 ext. 656. 


CELEBRATE 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY. 


Saturday March 3rd 
Energía de la Mujer Latina Slideshow and Music. Women’s Building, 3543 18th St., SF. 
8pm-12. $4-8. A production of Conexion Latina in conjunction with the Women’s 
Building. 





awednesday lar che eli ee i 
Women in the Nicaraguan Revolution A moving Gees Sorta ro Nicaraguan women on 
the battlefield, building popular power, struggling against illiteracy, sexual harrassment 
and prostitution. Discussion. San Francisco State University International Women’s Week 
Activity. Student Union. Conference Room A - E. Noon. Sponsored by WAI. 


Thursday March 8th 

Women’s Banner/Human Billboard Action in Solidarity with the People of Central 
America Gather during a.m. rush hour and at noon with banners and signs at major 
intersections and freeway entrances. Contact Women’s Committee on Central America 
750-3295 for more information. 


Thursday March 8th 

International Women’s Day Demonstration in Solidarity with Striking Palestinian Women 
Prisoners. Israeli Immigration Office, 870 Market St. S.F. 4:30. Sponsored by Jewish 
Women for a Secular Middle East. 
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Saturday March 10th 

. International Women’s Day Demonstration—Women Confront the US War Machine: 
Children at Women Against Imperialism demonstration in solidarity Presidio Army Base (gather Palace of Fine Arts, Lyon and Bay). Noon. WAI. 

with the people of Central America, 1983. 

Saturday March 10th 

International Women’s Day Program—Pefia, Evening of Music, Culture, and Poetry 

Featuring Marta Rodriguez, Puerto Rican singer. Avotcja. Maria Cora. Mission Cultural 
Center, 2868 Mission Street, S.F. 7:30. $3.00. 261-9169 for more information. The 


: National Committe to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War 
RRS N NS E T ONE E ST PS TET aE SD SE Fo a R S RE PS PEN EN TS I FE CST SR eS AGS a TS 


7 


Women Against Imperialism 
3543 - 18th St., 
San Francisco; CA 94110 








